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Breakehrough: Werely Naag-Waksrden with same of the visal sites she makes 33

part of ke bisiness.

L

Pichares: Robert Cans

Femtree Gully mother Wendy
Haag-Withenden kngws the
diffleulty of communicating
with an autistic child. She has
found away to help others,
EMMA TYNER reports.

WENDY Haap-Witkenben understands
frustrtion.

T Wears ape, somminicang wih
her daughier Chelesa, whe saffers from
anntisam, wins Al bt ingeoesible

Just gettizg her i put her shoes on o
unilerranding whar she wamed 1o ent
wits a chore,

Hur st yesr the family™s workd wos
pormeed - around.  In Jume 2005, the
Fernires Gy mredher speit a month
trying Lo desch Cheelsea Lo ooommunicate,
USEIE PHIEEA.

“It wars ono ol the woril months of
oy lifie. Chelses josn heoed it becanse it
wis chanpe.™

Bt ar 630 one moemisg, her hand
wurk fnally paid off

“She came o me in bed and Beonght
with her a piciure af choc bits and
Bended fr a0 e and then st bookoed ar
me. [ mid io-her ‘choc bits® and flew out
of bed and ami the Kischen; ng fecn
dedn't even touch the fioor and | gave
Chelsea hir el Bits. Shi: lived on
them and ice-oream for the pest b
Wtk

Wenidy them spem. counthess hours
pirm;_:mpluup amd Earninatings hundreds

af phjects and places o belp Chelsen.

The plwotos bave now became hisr way
al copmpmsnealing,

"Chelesa has o folder with hundreds
af pictuncs B0 givihir e wonks aed

w1 Pictures grant a voice

Here's how: Werdy and i daugiier
Chatsea using some of the aidas.

abilily & Comenunical:, whl.ch =hiy
T et have. ™

From ker hand work of compiling th
photos, Wendy is now taming her
enpertie ik business thal she
ez Wil helip odeer fnimilics who have
vhldnzn with cosmmnniction probleom.

{alled Chelsen's Challempes, the
binamess % sboul <reating o rangs of
izl aids ke oo each indivi
neseds,

“Afrer meny months of henmache,
sbreis - shenpliss sellin
Chelses's \'IHII‘E aids mgﬁﬂmg gwm

nis in my group wen going,
theeuph 1 sramed ta doa birof sar gag-
o, Wendy smd.

Pesting g o pager, she niapped he
idzas and made her debut into =mall
busanss,

Using -infoeemation. from. specialist
all w z with cach child, she s
i e child's home or kinder and.
ploloprphs. shjecs o oreale m amy
o visal preduet Toe the ¢ hild o e

1 thers is & famihy who nesds these
things, who dicsn’t Bave the tme 1o po

in and doit, | ean™' she sl She sid
she . hiersell i 5 aless qelicver””
for the families of children with special
ook,

I knoew what it's like.

1w e thers and dons Wil

1 have been inld that U'n mad; hovw
am 1 paing #0 start somcthing, like this
anil capect to e able o stll meet Chel
we and [ogher dueghier] Montasa’ s
nends ¥

Eﬂqﬂyﬂﬁimﬂ Al = a1 srveen: Bl
i v neaided ind was notav bl o
mo when Chelses noedid il

"1 b there are many Famalies i
e s5u lu.am Al L s i wdldl b of
prear assisance oo families of 28 chil
dhren wath adkditional needs,”

Wenchy's business has already smaned
1o ki E TIPSR — AN S A
mous. keier, a parent told the Jeurma!
abut i,

She wroies *“Beng o mother of a child
wilh sulism [ ean s just how dos will
hedp me, along with many other fanil.
i whe nocd visml aids Al have po
way of oreating them themselves."”

W enely Tropes i€ aniphl be o epacy gl
can leave for Cheben — “'something
aho might b sl ko Lk over dnd oon-
tinue oo, eo help other people just
like hers whae knows'.

Chelsea 5 now able toopui sopether
semences with the aids, rther than just
singhe wonds

Being able to commamicais haes pamied
Chelscn's, sl e family®s, wogld
around.

“With this Ber Trusteaton kvl and
aggressive behovioar subsided - oons
siderably,” Windy sl **1 opened up
her worhd g0 she can el svenyboady
whi she wamds, and i s albowed me o
sl Dt Wehiad Wi veadil hirr b s ™



