Breaking barriers

A mum couldn’t use speech to communicate with her disabled little girl — so she came up with
away that she could, writes Michael Gleeson

I

Chelsea's Challenge — Wendy Haag and her daughter, Chelsca.
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Rlsmg to the challenge

IT WAS o Inngaunge horn of Lave an
desperation.

A Ferntree Gully mum Gotldn™ eom-
mamicate with ker intellechanlly disabled
little girl.

So she doveloped a system of coe cards
ta hreak thirough e izalation — a sysiem
which is being adopéed Vicloria-wide

Wenly Haag has met the challengess 1ife
has given her.

Tiwe oidest of her three dauphters,
Chelsen, 8 has mbld awtism and an
intelbectunl disability.

Her second child, Montana, 5 has besn
diagnnsed with high-Donction attenticn
ekt hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)

Her youngest daughter, Indinna, 2, is
healthy.

B in an inspdringe exanpie of furping
sdversity into einmplh, Mrs Hiog has
develnped 8 commiinication syetem that
lums 60t ohby improved the quality of her
fumily’s 1ife, bud Eeat of wemerons other
ongsctindds as well

Aptly pamed " Chelpea’s Challenges”, it
s A system where paverts e visual cues
o edycatn childerms who have autksm or
intellectual disabillties,

Mrs Haag collabes informaticn on the
child, aften by merting faceto-face with
all the family members b thokr home,
and comatructs visnal maps ihat walk
them Ehroughi thedr daiky responsibilities
aach ms schoed, hanmewotE and chopes.

I takes a maximum of thres o foar
diys, by the tknse I design it, print it, cat

1t ap up, laminale it and get 18 all ready,™
s Haag explained

“@mite aften when parents first ring me
Tk be om the phores for an hor o mors
hecauss they've elling me theic story,
and they know I ondecstand it

=Wfall 1 Hew i1, 50 1 know eaetiy what to
rxpect™

She zaid the impravemenl Chelsea had
shown, ainee rst being exposed Lo the
wisunl system, was rensarkable

“Probably in the lnst conpliof Years et
vocabulary. kas veally taken off:

HShe's now poally pood at T(‘WLE'SHHS

and telling you what she wanls”
W If you wanl (& Know more mbout
Chelzen’s Challenges phone Mis Heag
o TR TATE o 0415 822 747,

The cun cards that help Chelsea te communicate.




